Award Problemaz 2026
section : H# 2,5-3
By Mike Prcic

It was a pleasure to judge 42 entries of good quality.

Among them there were 32 H#3s and 10 H2.5s.

There were also 8 miniatures which I judged separately.

I would like to thank composers for their efforts as well the editor,
Abdelaziz Onkoud, for entrusting me to be the judge.

Participants :
Aunver Indrek : B1* ; Bidlent Anton : B16 ; Vieira Ricardo : B26, B27, B28 :
Drazkowski Krzysztof : B19 ; Echemendia Luis : B18* ; Labai Zoltan : B13* ; Muljadi Paul : B41 ;
Onkoud Abdelaziz : B14, B15, B17 ; Pevsner Mark : B18* ; Svitek Miroslav : B13* ; Zamanov Vidadi :
B1* ; Koviddpno [ovayiovng : B11* ; [Ipévtooc Kootag : B2, B11* ; Anekcanapos Benko : B12
Antunun Usan U. : B3* ; Bactouko Mukona P. : B25* ; Taspunis €sreniii : B22, B23, B24 ;
lanpma Muxaiino T. : B25* ; Usynun Anekceii B. : B4*, B5*, B6*, B7*, B8*, B32*, B33*, B34*, B35%,
B36* ; Komecank Muxomna 1. : B39*, B40* ; JlacriBka Bomomumup O. : B39*, B40* ; HaceipoB AHTOH :
B42 ; [laukparbeB Anekcanap H. : B3*, B4*, B5*, B6*, B7*, B&8*, B29, B30, B31, B32*, B33*, B34*,
B35*, B36*, B37, B38 ; Ckpunuauk Anatonuii H. : B9 ; 030k Bikrop f. : B20, B21 ;

v onn : B10.

My ranking is as follows:
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B39 - Bonoanmup JIACTIBKA & Mukona KOJIECHMK : 1st Prize

1 st Prize, No. 39. Ambush theme tripled. In two solutions the black Rook is ambushed by white
Bishops, while in the third solution, the black Bishop is umbushed by the white Rook. A bit heavy
setting but the execution is flawless.

Solution:

1...2h6 2. Eg5 ¢5+ 3,943 £ xg5¢
1...5d8 2.8d7 £f4 3. ¥ xd4 E xd7¢
1...2h7 2. Ege Hd7 3. % xé4 £ xg67

B22 - €BreHivi TABPWUJ1IB : 2nd Prize
Two sets of connected solutions. In the first set, the unpinned Knight makes two

switchbacks (tempo moves) before mating. In the other set, the same Knight provides guards while
second Knight mates, after being unpinned.

Solution:
1% set:

1...0867 2.%b5 D8 3.W s N8a71
1...9)8a7 2.9 d5 98 3. A5 D867t

2nd get:

1...29xd6 2. Eb4 Db7+ 3.%b5 Da7¢
1...9%xb6 2. Ed4 Dd7+ 3.9d5 Dé7¢

B17 - Abdelaziz Onkoud : 3rd Prize
3 rd Prize, No. B17. Line openings by captures, change of functions, pins and two nice tempo

moves by Black.
Solution:

1.AXfS HExf5A2.Eg1 Cd53.Ef1 D £d4tB
1.Axd4+ £xd4B2.Ef1 Df63.Egl C HfSt A
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B26 - Ricardo Vieira : 4th Prize

The white Rook’s line is open first by the Bishop and then by sacrificing the Rook. In the twin, the
Bishop’s function is replaced by the Knight. Both, Bishop and Knight, self-block. The white King is
active in both solutions as is the white Knight which mates on two different squares.

Solution:

a)1. & x¢5 Df3 2. Eb7 ¢xb7 3.8d4 Df47

b)1.Ax¢6 L4 2. Eb6 ¢xb6 3. Ad4 D21

B40 - Bonogumup JIACTIBKA & Mukona KOJIECHMK:1st Honorable Mention

White Knight sacrifices, square clearance by the black Queen and a change of functions between
the white Rook and Bishop. Nicely done.

Solution:

1...0x¢4 2. Wxg3 Hxg3 3. %xc4 £ xd3¢t

1..Dx¢5 2. Wxg) & xg2 3.%xc5 Hxdst

B28 - Ricardo Vieira : 2nd Honorable Mention

Well-coordinated, with good change of functions between black Bishops and white Bishop and
Knight, with mates delivered on horizontal and vertical lines. Nice line closings to unpin the white
King. Dual avoidance.

Solution: .

1...2a6 2. 267+ &d7 (£¢72) 3.263 Wit

1...DhS 2. 217 &¢7 (£d7 ?) 3.2d2 Wh3t
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B13 - Zoltan Labai & Miroslav Svitek : 3rd Honorable Mention
Nearly a perfect black Kings cross.

Solution:

1...h7 2.%g7 £.58 3. ¥h8 £ xc3t

—_ =
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B14 - Abdelaziz Onkoud : 4th Honorable Mention
Change of functions between the white Rook and Bishop in capturing double guards, passively

pinning black pieces and mating.

Solution:

1.%f3 Hx¢62.%g4 Hx¢l 3.%h4 Heat
1.963 2xg5+ 2.9d4 L.x¢1 3.4c5 263t

B4 - Anekcen UBYHUH & Anekcanpgp NMAHKPATBEB : 5th Honorable Mention

A modern helpmate with two sets of solutions. In one set we have a Zilahi theme. In the other set,
each white piece mates. A bit crowded on the one side of the board. Solution:

1.9f3 Of1 2.g3 Heq 3. A1 Dd2t

1.5 Dé2+ 2. 495 Lg7 3.93 Dd4t

1.9 xg3 Exg4+ 2.%h2 Hg3 3.%h1 HEh3t
1.gxh4 DOf5 2. %5 Nd6 3.%he D7+
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B42 - AHTOH HACBIPOB & Nikolai Shevyakov : 6th Honorable Mention
Valadao theme. Well done with activity of both Pawns and the Bishop.
Solution:

1. W6 gxf6 2. E xé2 fxg7 3. Eé7 g8="L+

1.97 ¢5 2. 468 Lc4+ 3.d5 ¢xd6 e.p.t

1.4b5 ¢xb5 2.0-0-0 b6 3. £b8 La6t

B34 - Anekcenn IBYHUH & AnexkcaHap NMAHKPATDBEB : Special Honorable Mention
Special Honorable Mention for the miniature, B34. A beautiful miniature where all three white
pieces play only once and always to the same square.

Solution:

1.%¢6+ d4 2. 865 Ef73.8d6 La21

1.8f6 £a22.8g5 d4+ 3.%f6 Hf7+

Commendations are not retaed.

B8 - Anekcen UIBYHUH & AnekcaHap MAHKPATbBEB : Commendation
Two harmonious variations with two creative tempo moves.

Solution:

1.866 Hf4 2. %de £h2 3.4¢7 Hdat

1.E¢6 212 2.¥%f6 g1 3,267 £4d4¢
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B9 - AHatonun CKPUMHUK : Commendation

Well-composed helpmate with corresponding line-openings and mates by both
rooks.

Solution:

a)l...Hfxf6 2. AxcS Hf3 3. A5xd3 H¢ot

b)1...Bhxf6 2. Axd3 H¢6 3. A3x¢5 Hf3+

B10 - niox'1 onin: Commendation

Good helpmate with rook sacrifices to open lines, line openings by the black
Knight and self-blocks by the same Knight.

Solution:

a)1. E¢3 dx¢3 2. Axfs Hd2 3. Axg3 Eh2t

b)1.Ec6 dxc6 2. Axé3 £d5 3. Axgd Lg27

B15 - Abdelaziz Onkoud : Commendation

Change of functions between the white Bishop and Knight, with a double line
opening by captures and dual avoidance in a heavy setting.

Solution:

). & xé4 67 2.8 xd5 Lxd5 3.463 Lé4¢

1.8 xé4 Lc7222. 8xdS £xdS ; 2. AxdS+ DxdS 3. g3 24 22
b)1.Axf4 L7 2. Axd5+ Dxds 3.Ké3 Df4t

1. Dxf4 L7222, AxdS+ OxdS??; 2.£2xdS £xdS 3. é3 Lé4 22
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B18 - Mark Pevsner & Luis Echemendia : Commendation
Cleverly constructed with the white Pawns steeling the show.

Solution:

1...Eb6 2.9 d4 h5 3.W¢5 H xbat

1...2b6 2.6 b3 3.W¢7 244+

B32 - Anekcen UBYHUH & & Anekcangp MAHKPATBEB : Commendation
Two sets. In one we have Zilahi. The second set is not linked to the first set.

Solution:

1.2¢5 Hae 2.d3 E xa4 3.9%d4 D2t

1.d3 D¢6 2. Ef4 Hxé6 3.%64 Hxé5¢

1.64 Dd3 2.éxd3 L xg5 3.964 Hxé6t
1.Axd6 Lxg5 2. Mé4+ Lha 3,914 HxdSt

B37 - AnexkcaHap NMAHKPATbBEB : Special Commendation
Special Commendation for the miniature, B37.
Three nice mates in a sub-miniature.

Solution:

1.Wge &f4 2 def6 N7 3. Eg7 Dd5t
1.Wog Np7 2. %17 &f5 3. E¢7 Ddet
1.E¢7 D5 2.% xd8+ ©d6 3. K8 Db7t



